
Sunday, December 3, 2023 
26th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 1 

  
  
Troparion: 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews; while the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure 
Body; Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world.  The powers of heaven 
therefore cried to Thee, O Giver of Life:  Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ!  Glory to Thy 
Kingdom!  Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou who lovest mankind. 
  
O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of Christ, in spite of our honor and devotion we are 
unable to give you worthy praise, through your glorious and noble birth your mother’s 
childlessness was ended, your father’s tongue was freed, and the incarnation of the Son of God 
was proclaimed to the world. 
  
We celebrate the memory  of Your prophet Zephaniah, O Lord;  through him we entreat You,  
save our souls.  
  
Kontakion: 
As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory, raising the world with Thyself.  Human nature 
praises Thee as God, for death has vanished!  Adam exults, O Master!  Eve rejoices, for she is 
freed from bondage, and cries to Thee:  Thou art the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ! 
  
You have been revealed by the Spirit of God to be brilliant, Prophet Zephaniah,  for you 
proclaimed the coming of God:  “Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  Proclaim Him, O Jerusalem! 
Behold, your King is coming to save mankind!”  
  
Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator, despise not the 
entreating cry of us sinners, but in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in 
faith.  Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos, For you always protect 
those who honor you! 
  

Prokeimenon in the 1st Tone:   
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on Thee. 
(Vs.)  Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous!  Praise befits the just! 
  
Epistle: 
The reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Ephesians.   (Eph. 5:9-19) 
  
Brethren, the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true, try to learn what is pleasing 
to the Lord.  Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.  For it is a 
shame even to speak of the things that they do in secret;  but when anything is exposed by the 
light it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light.  Therefore it is said, "Awake, O 
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you light." Look carefully then how you 
walk, not as unwise men but as wise,  making the most of the time, because the days are evil.  
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  And do not get drunk with 
wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit,  addressing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart always and 
for everything giving thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father. 
  



Alleluia Verses: 
God gives vengeance to me, and subdues people under me. 
(Vs.)  He magnifies the salvation of the king, and deals mercifully with David. His anointed,  and 
his seed forever.  
  

Gospel: 
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke.  (Chapter 18:18-27)  
  
At that time a certain man approached Jesus and asked Him, saying, “Good Master, what shall I 
do to gain eternal life?”  But Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good?  No one is good but 
only God.  You know the commandments; ‘Thou shalt not kill.  Thou shalt not commit adultery.  
Thou shalt not steal.  Thou shalt not bear false witness.  Honor thy father and mother.”  And he 
said, “All these I have kept ever since I was a child.”  But when Jesus heard this, He said to him, 
“One thing is still lacking to you; sell everything you own, and give to the poor, and you shall have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”  When he heard these things, he was much grieved, 
for he was very rich.  But Jesus, seeing him become sad, said, “With what difficulty will the wealthy 
enter the kingdom of God!  For it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  And they who heard it said, “Who then can be 
saved?”  He said to them, “Things men cannot do alone, they can do with God’s help.” 
  

 


